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ideal which inspired it. Humanity must ever
reach out towards a New Eden. Succeeding gen-
erations smile at the crude attempts, and forth-
with make their own blunders, but each attempt,
however seemingly unsuccessful, must of neces-
sity contain a germ of spiritual beauty which
will bear fruit. Let no one cross the threshold of
the old house with a mocking heart. Looking
back from our present coigne of vantage, we, too,
cannot but smile at the childlike simplicity and
credulity, and the lack of forethought of those
unpractical enthusiasts. But let it be the smile
of tenderness and not of derision. In this mate-
rial age we cannot afford to lose any details of
so unique and picturesque a memory as that
of A. Bronson Alcott and the "Con-Sociate
Family" at Fruitlands.<t^tfU'nm
